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tiltMsolA rr! Preceding
the start of the concert
Lv the HamPshire Youth
Cbncert Band at St'
MarY's Church, Sou.th'
ampton on SaturdaY
came the sad announce'
ntent of the death of
Evan Watkin, former
princiPal trombonist of
ihe Roval Philharmontc
Orchest ra and other
London orchestras,
sometime conductor of
the Southampton Youth
Orchestra, current brass
teacher for the HamP-
shire Eduiation Author'
itv and a senial man rvho
hid eiren much of the
last ten Years to the
encouragement of
music-making among
the young.

As a tribute to this popular
figure, who will be
greatly missed, the band
played an aPProPriatelY
solenrn and moving
hvmn-tune. but, in manY
w-ays, the :whole of the
f ollowing concert !vas
fitting testimony to all
that EVan >tood for -the achievement of
excellent musical stan-
dards in combination
witlt a sense of fun and
the conv.i ction that
music exists to be
enjoyed.

The band, pla5 ing under its
regular conductor, John
Knight, produced Per-
formances which could
scarcely be farrlted and
which eminentlY jus-
tified its reputation and
its position as West of
England Brass Band
Champions.

The programme, not
restricted to saLred Ilum-
bers in view of the
ecclesiastical setting,
was a shrewdlY chosen
cross-section of the
band's rePertory and
formed an- evening of
relaxed listening.

J.R.B.


